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Artisans        ........        . .      15

Oil Pressers . .        . .        . .        . .        . .        z

Potters         ..........        2

Tanners and Shoemakers . .        . .        . .        4

Washermen . .        . .         . .         . .        . .        i

Barbers        . .        . .         . .        . .         . .        i

Scavengers   . .        . .        . .        . .        . .        1.5

Others          ..........        i

100 %

These castes do not any longer ply their an-
cestral trade, but the figures are indicative of the
original proportions planned out. At present,
over 84 per cent of the people live on the land, as
the old handicrafts and cottage industries have
lost their place, having been ousted by cheap
imports from abroad.

Criticism has often been levelled against the
rigidity of the caste system in India. It is true
that the old institution has very much degenerated
in modern times, but it has been less rigid than is
generally supposed* "Change is constantly taking
place within the castes, especially when new in-
fluences come to bear/*1 In spite of the origin,

1H. Daniel Buchanan, The Development  of Capitalist
'Enterprise in India, p. 24.
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